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At St. Patrick’s School in Malvern, science teacher Christopher Fender gives a lesson on the Galapagos Islands to 


his sixth graders as they view virtual-reality images on Google Expeditions viewers. 


CLEM MURRAY / Staff Photographer 


Rising numbers of schools are traveling far, to Mars maybe 
or inside the human body, without leaving the classroom. 


By Kathy Boccella 
STAFF WRITER 
he sixth-grade English class 
at the Westtown School in 
West Chester was buzzing 
with kids eager to talk about 
all the things they’d just 
seen in Kenya’s Dadaab refugee 
camp — one of the world’s largest, 
teeming with people fleeing violent 
conflict in neighboring Somalia. 
“In the camp, it was so crowd- 


ed,” said Stella Costabile, talking 
about the family of seven she’d 
seen sleeping on the floor of the 
cramped living quarters. A class- 
mate voiced surprise at the large 
buses and trucks rolling down 
streets, just like in a large city, 
while others talked about how 
most of the people they saw were 
women and children. 

The sixth graders had plunged 
themselves into the refugees’ 


world without ever leaving the 
comforts of their Chester County 
classroom: They explored the 
Dadaab camp through the comput- 
er-generated technology of virtual 
reality — donning high-tech gog- 
gles and headphones to explore 
360-degree footage of the camp 
shot by the New York Times. 


The students at the K-12 Quaker 


school this fall joined a small but 


See VIRTUAL REALITY on A18 


THE SENIOR-HOME INFERNO 


After fire's horror, a turn to recovery 


But for residents’ family, 
neighbors, and responders, 
the Barclay Friends blaze 
will long be haunting. 


By Erin McCarthy 
STAFF WRITER 

Most Barclay Friends residents 
were in bed. On TV, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers were beating the Tennes- 
see Titans in the third quarter of 
Thursday Night Football. Outside, 
wind whistled in a 40-degree night, 
one week before Thanksgiving. 

At 10:46 p.m., in the south wing of 
the West Chester senior living facili- 
ty, a fire broke out, the origin of 
which remains unknown. Across 
Goshen Road, neighbor Ed Costa, 
31, heard a boom and saw billowing 
flames out his window. He bolted 
into the cold wearing a T-shirt and 
shorts. 

The West Chester Fire Depart- 
ment quickly pulled up. The fire en- 
gine driver wasn’t even in uniform, 
but video from outside the facility 
showed him running toward a resi- 
dent and picking her up. A firefigh- 
ter pushed someone out in a wheel- 
chair; another ran a hose into the 
building. 


Residents are evacuated from Barclay Friends. Four died in the fire, but 133 
elderly residents and 15 workers made it out safely. STEVEN M. FALK / Staff Photographer 


For nearly three hours, crews 
would work frantically to extinguish 
the blaze, running in hoses and dous- 
ing the inferno from ladders. The 
fire ripped through the complex, 
quickly raging to five alarms and 
bringing 400 emergency respond- 
ers, many of whom ran into the com- 
plex as far as they could, pulling 
residents to safety until they felt 
their helmets melting. Firefighters’ 
families watched on TV and prayed. 

Outside, dozens of neighbors 
joined Costa’s efforts to help. Sandy 


DePhillips, 56, saw the blaze out 
her window around 11 p.m. “This is 
terrible! This is terrible!” she re- 
called yelling as she threw on 
clothes and rushed outside. 

In all, 133 elderly residents and 15 
employees would be saved from the 
facility on North Franklin Street. 
Four residents were not saved — an 
85-year-old woman; a 93-year-old 
woman; and a married couple, the 
wife, 89, and the husband, 92. Their 
remains were recovered last week 

See FIRE on A16 
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OFFICER MISCONDUCT LAWSUITS 


Costs could 
be huge in 


police 


Cases 


City spends millions, but these could be 
even costlier. A hitch: Officers’ acquittals. 


By Chris Palmer, 
Samantha Melamed, 
and Mark Fazlollah 

STAFF WRITERS 

Marcia Hintz was work- 
ing a full-time job caring 
for mentally challenged 
adults, raising a grand- 
child, and providing medi- 
cal assistance to her long- 
time companion when 
members of a Philadelphia 
police narcotics squad 
busted into her Mayfair 
home in 2006 and arrested 
her for selling drugs. 

Roger High, on the oth- 


er hand, already had a 
lengthy criminal record 
and was out on bail await- 
ing trial on drug charges 
when that same narcotics 
squad picked him up that 
year on a new case. 
Hintz and High would 
seem to have little in com- 
mon, but their stories in- 
tersected three years ago 
when the courts began 
overturning convictions 
built by the squad amid 
accusations of fabricated 
evidence, illegal search- 
See LAWSUITS on A15 


DUELING DIRECTORS 


Showdown at 
watchdog agency 


Exiting head of consumer agency and 
White House each name a replacement. 


By Renae Merle 
WASHINGTON POST 


The White House is pre- 
paring for a showdown 
over who will be the next 
leader of the Consumer Fi- 
nancial Protection Bureau, 
a high-stakes battle that 
could end up in court and 
slow President Trump’s ef- 
fort to roll back banking in- 
dustry regulations. 

Leadership of the agency 
was thrown into doubt on 


an otherwise slow holiday 
weekend when Trump and 
the CFPB’s outgoing head 
both named acting direc- 
tors to head the regulatory 
watchdog. On Friday, 
Trump named White 
House budget director 
Mick Mulvaney, a longtime 
critic of the agency, while 
Richard Cordray promoted 
his chief of staff, Leandra 
English, to deputy director 
and said she would become 
See CONSUMER on A19 
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